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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, IN, BG 

SUB J : INDIAN AND BANGLADESH OFFSHORE WATERS 
REF: NEW DELHI 7453 

1. ON JULY 24, MINATT DISCUSSED WITH DR. GOPAL RAMASWAMY, GOI 
PETROLEUM MINISTRY CHIEF OF EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT, STATUS 
OF INDO/BANGLADESH OFFSHORE BOUNDARY BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS ONCE 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN ABOUT JULY 1 (REFTEL). WITH SOME DISCOMFORT, 
RAMASWAMY CONCEDED THAT GOI/BDG "TECHNICAL LEVEL" TALKS HAD BREN 
POSTPONED UNTIL POSSIBLY SEPTEMBER. 

2. RAMASWAMY SAID THAT, AT THE OUTSET OF DISCUSSION PLANNING, NO 
ONE (ON THE INDIAN TEAM, AT LEAST) GAVE SUFFICIENT THOUGHT TO THE 
EFFECT THE ON-GOING CARACAS LOS CONFERENCE, WOULD HAVE ON THE 
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NEGOTIATORS WILL INCLUDE KEY PERSONNEL FROM THE GOI'S NAVAL 
HYDROGRAPHIC OFFICE, OIL AND NATURAL GAS COMMISSION AND THE 
PETROLEUM MINISTRY. ALL ARE CURRENTLY PREOCCUPIED IN CARACAS (INDEED 
RAMASWAMY, TOO, DEPARTED NEW DELHI FOR CARACAS JULY 25), AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO BE UNAVAILABLE FOR GOI/BDG OFFSHORE BOUNDARY 
MEETINGS UNTIL AFTER THE LOS CONFERENCE TERMINATES. 

3. THERE HAS BEEN SOME ADDITIONAL THINKING ALSO AS TO WHEN 
OFFSHORE SEISMIC WORK SHOULD BEGIN IN THE BAY OF BENGAL. RAMASWAMY 
SAID THAT METEROLOGICAL DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS WARN AGAINST 
POST-MONSOON CYCLONIC STORMS IN THAT AREA THROUGH OCTOBER 
ANNUALLY. WITH THIS IN VIEW, AND WITH GOI/BDG BOUNDARY DISCUSSIONS 
ALSO DELAYED, THE OFFSHORE CONTRACTOR (NATOMAS/CARLSBERG) WILL BE 
PERMITTED TO POSTPONE FIRST PHASE SEISMIC SURVEYS UNTIL NOVEMBER 
1974 IF THE AMERIAN GROUP SO DESIRES. WE WILL CONTINUE TO KEEP YOU 
ADVISED OF INDIAN DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS REGARD. 

MOYNIHAN 
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